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S1 00:07 [Brock Falkenberg] Welcome to the Lake County Office of Education Annual 

University Admit Reception. I am Brock Falkenberg, Lake County 
Superintendent of Schools. It is an honor to be able to host this event each year in 
recognition of the tremendous accomplishments these students have achieved. I 
know this is not the way we had envisioned this event, I was really hoping that we 
would have this event over dinner. My son was part of the class of 2020, a class 
that we thought missed out on a great deal their senior year, but it is evident that 
the class of 2021 missed out on even more. However, do not let COVID take 
away from the accomplishments you have achieved in education over the last 13 
years. Admission to a four-year university is not easy. It takes great effort and 
perseverance. The kind of effort and perseverance required to bring us through 
this moment in history. We are counting on each of you to move forward, not 
letting this pandemic slow your momentum. I want to assure you that there is 
support and demand for you to take the next step. We are all here beside you, 
including these individuals that I wish to thank now. First of all, I'd like to thank 
the parents for your high expectations and encouraging your children to take the 
next step. I'd like to thank the Lake County teachers and educators for preparing 
these students for success and I'd like to thank our school staff for your work to 
support the smooth operations of schools and enhancing student outcomes. 

 
S2 01:58 If you are a student online today you should know we are all proud of you. As 

Lake County Superintendent of Schools, I am already aware that you are among 
the top students in this country. It is up to you to go out and remind the world that 
Lake County students are among the best and brightest. I wish success for each of 
you. I would now like to introduce our student speaker Taelor Roderick. As a 
Middletown High School graduate, Taelor is already out there showing the world 
what Lake County students are all about. 

 
 
S3 02:40 [Taelor Roderick] Hi y'all, my name is Taelor Roderick, and I graduated from 

Middletown high school in the class of 2019. I now attend California State 
University, Long Beach. I'll be starting my third year at CSULB in the fall where 
I'm studying accounting. When I chose to attend CSULB, a common question I 
got was "aren't you scared to move to Southern California?" To be completely 
honest, I was terrified, but I did not let that stop me. Moving to a school of 40,000 
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students was a daunting task in comparison to graduating from a school of 500. I 
knew to be successful I had to find where I belong I did just that I'm a part of the 
university honors program at CSULB, which is a small cohort of about twelve 
hundred students this turned my large campus of forty thousand into a group of 
twelve hundred. Despite being a large campus, I saw these people all over and had 
a lot of classes with them as well. I also joined a group known as the President's 
Ambassadors when I joined that group I did it because I knew that would be the 
best way for me to be immersed into the Long Beach community these groups 
have aided me in being successful in my transition to CSULB to all of you, 
especially those who are terrified about transitioning to a larger school, I 
challenge you to push yourself to find a group because being around people who 
are going through the same transition or who have already done it will help you 
be successful yourself. Whether it be in honors programs, major specific clubs, 
intramural sports, or even Greek life finding these smaller groups will make your 
large campus seem a lot smaller. Another piece of advice I have for you all, no 
matter where you are going it does not matter the ranking or the rigor of the 
university what matters is what you make of your experience. Get involved. Your 
schools will have plenty of organizations to choose from. There is one that will fit 
your liking. I say this because at the end of the day when you are applying to jobs 
or applying to grad school recruiters do not just look at the school, they look at if 
you were involved because they want to see that you are trying to grow as a 
person and have been through experiences that can better you as a worker or a 
student. I know for many of you the university you are attending will still be 
virtual or hybrid. I have been fully online for over half of my college experience 
today, but again, back to what I said earlier, in order to succeed it matters what 
you make of it. A lot of my professors make zoom cameras optional but my 
advice is be that student that has their zoom camera on or is answering the 
professor's questions because it goes a long way. Go to their virtual office hours 
because they like having interaction with students. I have made some of my best 
connections with professors online because I had my camera on and went to 
office hours and talked to them. You just need to make it through the virtual 
classes and attend what you can in person because we will not be virtual forever. I 
was in the same position all of you are in right now just two years ago, so I have 
one last challenge I want to present to you all. Once you cross that stage for 
graduation go off and be successful. Show people what you're capable of doing 
coming from a small county in Northern California. Do this and someday in the 
future you can proudly talk to kids from your high school and show them how 
much you succeeded. Thank you for your time, and good luck on your future 
endeavors. 

 
 
S4 06:00 [Brock Falkenberg] Thank you Taelor. Now one very important aspect 

of life is developing positive relationships and partnerships. At the Lake 
County Office of Education, we are thrilled with our partnership with 
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Redwood Credit Union and today Redwood Credit Union has donated 
two $500 scholarships to participants in the event. So again, thank you 
Redwood Credit Union for your collaboration on this event and I have 
the lucky privilege of picking the names of those two recipients. So here 
we go, let's see who our college scholarship recipients are... 

 
S5 06:51 The first recipient for a $500 scholarship is Jessica Pollack, Middletown 

High School, UCLA, sociology major. 
 
S6 07:11 Our second recipient Sophie Kucer Middletown high school, College of 

Charleston, as a biology major. Congratulations to Jessica and Sophie. 
 
S7 07:28 On receipt of two, or each of you receive one $500 scholarship. For more 

information on that please contact your high school counselor or the 
Lake County Office of Education and we'll get you in touch with the 
credit union. So again, I want to say thank you for all that participated in 
tonight, thank you to our students for 13 years of outstanding effort and 
achievement, thank you to our parents for supporting our students in that 
endeavor, and thank you to our teachers for preparing these students for 
success. 


